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fighting, averse from book learning, though by no means
so ignorant as he is sometimes represented. At eighteen
he was sent out to India as a writer in the service of the
Company. His first years there were very wretched.
He had no friends and little money. He hated the
sedentary occupation in which he was engaged, and pined
for home. The climate affected his health, and intensi-
fied the fits of melancholy which haunted him ail his life.
One day he attempted to destroy himself, but the pistol
missed fire twice; then, after satisfying himself that it
was really loaded, he exclaimed that he must surely be
reserved for something great. Soon after this occurrence
he found more congenial employment as an ensign in
the Company's army. At the siege of PondicheYy and
elsewhere he gained experience of active service, and
had made himself a name for daring courage, when the
emergency arose which enabled him to step forth at
once into the foremost rank of the world's great captains.

Like every one else, Clive saw that unless something
was done Trichinopoly would fall, and with it the last
obstacle to French supremacy; he saw, too, with true
military instinct, that the only way of saving it was to
carry the war into the enemy's country. He
therefore suggested to Mr. Saunders, the Ses to attack"
Governor of Madras, that a dash should be Arcot-
made at Arcot, the capital of the Carnatic, a large open
town with 100,000 inhabitants, defended only by a
ruinous fort, garrisoned by 1,000 natives. Mr. Saunders
entered heartily into dive's plan, and placed him with
unlimited powers at the head of 200 English troops and
300 Sepoys. With this force there were besides Clive
only eight officers, of whom six had never been in action,
and four were members of the mercantile service, who
had volunteered for the occasion.

On September ir, 1751, Clive appeared before the